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SCOTT COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2012 
 

 The Scott County School Board met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, September 4, 2012, at the 
School Board Office in Gate City, Virginia, with the following members present: 

James Kay Jessee, Chairman    ABSENT: None 
William “Bill” R. Quillen, Jr., Vice Chairman  
Jeffrey “Jeff” A. Kegley 
Gail L. McConnell 
L. Stephen “Steve” Sallee, Jr. 
Herman “Kelly” Spivey, Jr.  

 
    OTHERS PRESENT:  John I. Ferguson, Superintendent; Will Sturgill, School Board Attorney; Jason 
Smith, Supervisor of Personnel/Middle Schools; Loretta Q. Page, Clerk Of The Board/ Head Start Payroll & 
Invoice Clerk; K.C. Linkous, Deputy Clerk Of The Board/Human Resource Manager; Patricia Currier, Virginia 
Professional Educators Representative; Justin Forrester, Scott County Education Association 
Representative; Robert Sallee, Supervisor of Building Services; Ramona Russell, Duffield Primary School 
Teaching Assistant; Lee Sanders, School Bus Driver; David Hartley, Heritage TV; Nancy Godsey, Citizen; 
Brook McDavid, Gate City High School/Virginia Commonwealth University Governor’s School Student; 
Gary McDavid and Lisa Taylor, Parents; and Wes Bunch, Kingsport Times-News. 
 
 CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chairman Jessee called the 
meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  He welcomed everyone and commented on it being good to see everyone 
in attendance and expressed thanks for their interest in the school system.  He asked the audience to 
observe a moment of silence and Mr. Spivey was asked to lead when citing the Pledge of Allegiance.   
   
 APPROVAL OF AGENDA: There being no changes to the agenda, Mr. Kegley made a motion to 
approve the agenda as presented, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye. 
 
 APPROVAL OF AUGUST 7, 2012 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES: On a motion by Mr. McConnell, 
seconded by Mr. Spivey, all members voting aye, the Board approved the Tuesday, August 7, 2012 Regular 
Meeting Minutes as submitted.   
 
 DISCUSSION/APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: Mr. Sallee requested that the Board receive a list of the 
school system and head start’s expenditures on the Bank of America credit cards for review prior to 
approval of claims.  Chairman Jessee pointed out that the (Bank of America) credit cards are paid by 
resolution since they would incur late charges if not paid on time.  He further pointed out that those 
included in tonight’s claims have already been paid by resolution.  He questioned if members thought the 
Board needs to take an in-depth look and see if something needs to be done.  Mr. Quillen commented 
that he thought everyone wants to see these in the packets prior to the meeting.  Chairman Jessee stated 
that he didn’t think this was something that the Board needed to vote on but needed to let central office 
staff know that it needs to be in the Board packets next month.  Board members agreed.  On a motion by 
Mr. Spivey, seconded by Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board approved the following payroll 
and claims: School Operating Fund invoices & payroll in the amount of $1,152,018.72 as shown by 
warrants #8104376-8104664 (#8104338, 8104371 & 8104391 voided) & electronic payroll direct deposit 
in the amount of $1,081,275.77 & electronic payroll tax deposit $470,442.05.  Cafeteria Fund invoices & 
payroll in the amount of $80,329.31 as shown by warrants #1014978-1015019 & electronic payroll direct 
deposit in the amount of $24,138.95 & electronic payroll tax deposit $10,742.78.  Head Start invoices & 
payroll in the amount of $48,259.55 as shown by warrants #10570-10628.   
 
 RECOGNITION OF GOVERNOR’S SCHOOL “LIFE SCIENCES & MEDICINE” PARTICIPANT – BROOK 
MCDAVID, GATE CITY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT: Superintendent Ferguson recognized Brook McDavid, 
Governor’s School “Life Sciences & Medicine” Participant representing Gate City High School and Scott 
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County.  He commented on it being an honor for her to be selected.  He reported that she is a senior this 
school year and her parents are Gary and Rebecca McDavid.  Brook presented an overview of her 
experience while attending the Summer Residential Governor’s School Program July 1-27, 2012 at Virginia 
Commonwealth University and shared pictures as well.  Brook reported that she is the President of the 
Gate City Chapter of the FCCLA and John Dalton Ferguson is the Vice President for the state of Virginia.   
 
 SCHOOL ACTIVITY FUND AUDIT PRESENTATION – CHARLES BRIDWELL CPA & ASSOCIATES, PC: 
Mr. Charles Bridwell and associate, Mr. Rufus Hood, presented an overview of their audit of the school 
activity funds conducted at all schools.  Mr. Bridwell explained that a different approach was used this 
year in that the audits were conducted on-site at each school facility.   Mr. Bridwell and Mr. Hood 
presented three overall general findings.  Mr. Bridwell explained that specifics were addressed with Mr. 
Ferguson, staff and school bookkeepers.  The auditors provided an opportunity to answer questions.    Mr. 
Bridwell commented that they were really pleased with the audit and that the school division was very 
professional and gave them an appreciation for this school system in this part of the state.   
 

Superintendent Ferguson reported that a bookkeeping manual is being updated and that the 
school division will have a finished product soon.  He asked the auditors to review the manual and offer 
any suggestions to which the auditors agreed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Lisa Taylor, Scott County Public Schools Parent, expressed a concern in 
regard to wording on an accident report filed by school personnel that involved her daughter which she 
stated she felt was an accident.  She also suggested once again that cameras be placed in classrooms.   
 
 Lee Sanders, school bus driver, presented comments in regard to health insurance benefits for 
bus drivers, which, he explained, terminated at the end of August.  He asked about the option of bus 
drivers obtaining their own policy and the school division reimbursing an amount toward the premium.   
 
 K.C. Linkous, Human Resource Manager, reported that bus drivers have dental and vision 
benefits but that the Aetna health benefit plan was terminated.  She explained that Mr. Alan Bayse, the 
school division’s health insurance consultant, has been looking for a better plan.  Mrs. Linkous will ask Mr. 
Bayse to keep working on health insurance benefits for school bus drivers.   
 

Mr. Sanders expressed appreciation and thanks to the Board for their time and listening. 
  
CONSTITUTION WEEK 2012:  Superintendent Ferguson read a letter from Kay Culbertson, 

Chairman, Constitution Week, Carter’s Fort Chapter NSDAR, thanking the Board for their faithful 
participation in the annual observance of Constitution Week in all the past years.  He recognized that 
September 17 – 23 will be the annual observance of Constitution Week.  On a motion by Mr. Kegley, 
seconded by Mr. Sallee, the Board approved a proclamation as follows:        
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REPORT ON STUDENT ENROLLMENT AND PUPIL-TEACHER RATIO: Superintendent Ferguson 

reported that the ten-day enrollment, as of today, is 3,660 students and presented the ten-day 
enrollment of 3,658 students by school as of August 28, 2012 as follows:     

Duffield     302 
Dungannon     64  
Fort Blackmore     80 
Gate City Middle   180 
Hilton    151 
Nickelsville   244 
Rye Cove Intermediate   182 
Shoemaker   509 
Weber City   320 
Yuma    201 
Gate City High   502 
Gate City Middle   356 
Rye Cove High   282 
Twin Springs High  286 
 TOTAL               3,658  
 
Superintendent Ferguson explained that the elementary schools must stay within certain 

numbers in order for the school division to receive K-3 funding.  He provided an opportunity for questions 
and reported on the overall student to teacher ratio as follows: 
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APPROVAL OF ANAPHYLAXIS POLICY: Superintendent Ferguson explained the background of the 
requirement to adopt and implement policies (Epi-pen Policies) for the possession and administration of 
epinephrine in schools.  He presented a policy and a form for Report of Anaphylactic Reaction.  He 
explained that nursing staff, along with other school division personnel, have been trained.  Upon 
questioning by the Board, the school board attorney, Will Sturgill, was in agreement with the policy 
presented.  On the recommendation of Superintendent Ferguson and on a motion by Mr. McConnell, 
seconded by Mr. Spivey, all members voting aye, the Board approved the Anaphylaxis Policy as follows: 
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APPROVAL OF SALARY, FRINGE BENEFITS AND SCHOOL CALENDAR COMMITTEE FOR 2012-2013 
SCHOOL YEAR: On the recommendation of Superintendent Ferguson and on a motion by Mr. Sallee, 
seconded by Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board approved the Salary, Fringe Benefits and 
School Calendar Committee for 2012-2013 school year as follows: 
 

Charlene Isenberg  Duffield Primary School 
Karen Hartsock   Dungannon Intermediate School 
Kellie Johnson   Fort Blackmore Primary School/Principal Representative 
Debbie Kilgore   Gate City High School 
Kelsey Jones   Gate City Middle School 
Tracy Stallard   Hilton Elementary School 
David Gwinn   Nickelsville Elementary School 
Jennifer Clark (1

st
 Semester) Rye Cove High School 

Tom Callaway (2
nd

 Semester 
 Amanda Johnson   Rye Cove Intermediate School 

Rachel Burke   Scott County Career & Technical Center 
Shawna Vermillion   Shoemaker Elementary School 
Anthony Shipley   Twin Springs High School 
Teddi McMurray   Weber City Elementary School 
Amy Bean   Yuma Elementary School 
Jason Smith   Central Office Representative 

 Pam Flanary   Support Staff Representative 
Trish Currier   VPE Representative 
Teresa Duncan   SCEA Representative 

 
  APPROVAL OF COMMUNICATIONS/SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE:  Superintendent 
Ferguson reported that Mr. Spivey was the board member that served on the Communications/School 
Improvement Committee the past school year.  Mr. Spivey expressed that due to the meetings being held 
at 3:30 in the afternoons it makes it hard for him to attend due to his employment.  Superintendent 
Ferguson asked for a volunteer.  Mr. Quillen volunteered as a replacement for Mr. Spivey.  Mr. McConnell 
made a motion for approval of Mr. Quillen to serve on the committee and committee members as 
presented, motion was seconded by Mr. Spivey, all members voting aye, the Communications/School 
Improvement Committee for the 2012-2013 school year was approved as follows:   
 

Sharon Rhoton   Duffield Primary School 
Betty Rose   Dungannon Intermediate School 
Kellie Johnson   Fort Blackmore Primary School/Principal Representative 
Eric Baker   Gate City High School 
Rhonda Williams   Gate City Middle School 
Joel Jenkins   Hilton Elementary School 
Kelli Blackwell   Nickelsville Elementary School 
Debbie Culbertson (1

st
 Semester) Rye Cove High School 

Jeremy Francis (2
nd

 Semester) 
Whitney Parker   Rye Cove Intermediate School 
Stephen Taylor   Scott County Career & Technical Center 
Seth McConnell   Shoemaker Elementary School 
Justin Seaver   Twin Springs High School 
April Osborne   Weber City Elementary School 
Trois Carter   Yuma Elementary School 
John Ferguson   Superintendent 
Bill Quillen    School Board Member 
Angie Vermillion     Support Staff Representative 
Justin Forrester/Designee  SCEA Representative 
Trish Currier   VPE Representative 
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APPROVAL OF CHARACTER EDUCATION COMMITTEE: On the recommendation of 

Superintendent Ferguson and on a motion by Mr. Sallee, seconded by Mr. Spivey, all members voting aye, 
the Board approved the Character Education Committee as follows: 

 
Central Office Representative Jennifer Frazier   
School Board Member  Jeff Kegley    
Principal    Jennifer Meade 
Community Member  Judy Calton 
Parent    Dennis Fritz      
Student    Dare Bond                                                    

 Student    Julie Dockery 
Community Member  Otis Rhoton 
Parent/Community Member Christy Miller 
 
APPROVAL OF PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS: On the recommendation 

of Superintendent Ferguson and on a motion by Mr. Spivey, seconded by Mr. Quillen, all members voting 
aye, the Board approved the Parent Advisory Council for Federal Programs as follows: 

 
Tammy Quillen  Central Office Representative 
Brigitte Casteel  Duffield Primary School 
Kristi Farmer  Dungannon Intermediate School 
Kellie Johnson  Fort Blackmore Primary School 
Stacie Jenkins  Hilton Elementary School 
Jennifer Collins   Nickelsville Elementary School 
Lisa Rhoton  Rye Cove Intermediate School 
Amy Wettack  Shoemaker Elementary School 
Amy Lucas  Weber City Elementary School 
Tina Cole  Yuma Elementary School 
 
APPROVAL OF REMEDIATION PROGRAM STANDARDS COMMITTEE: On the recommendation of 

Superintendent Ferguson and on a motion by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, 
the Board approved the Remediation Program Standards Committee as follows: 
 

Central Office Representative  Jason Smith    
Remediation Coordinator   Tammy Quillen                                                                       
Central Office Supervisor    Jennifer Frazier      
School Board Member   Bill Quillen 
Virginia Cooperative Extension  Patty Steffey    
Teacher     Stacy Wood     
Teacher     Amy Wettack  
Parent     Becky Meade      
Parent     Crystal Williams 
 
APPROVAL OF PROCEEDING WITH THE BACK OF THE ENVELOPE PERFORMANCE CONTRACTING 

INITIAL PHASE: Superintendent Ferguson stated that at a previous meeting a presentation was done on 
performance contracting and it was mentioned there about doing what is called the Back of the Envelope, 
whereas a group will come in, evaluate the schools, depending on their need, whether it is lighting, 
heating and cooling; and, different other factors.  He also stated that as was mentioned, the Back of the 
Envelope process is at no cost to the county.  He commented that he felt the school system would get 
some useful information; especially, if the Board wishes, whether in the near future or on down the road, 
to pursue performance contracting.  He asked that Mr. (Robert) Sallee, along with other different 
companies who work in performance contracting, to go ahead and pursue the process referred to as the 



263 

 

Back of the Envelope, contracting in the initial phase.  He stated once again that there are no strings to 
this process, other than taking the time and effort to go and evaluate each of the schools.   

 
Mr. McConnell asked about the evaluation being at no cost.  Superintendent Ferguson and 

Chairman Jessee both stated there would be no cost, just school division personnel’s time.   
 
On the recommendation of Superintendent Ferguson and on a motion by Mr. Kegley, seconded 

by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved proceeding with the Back of the Envelope 
performance contracting initial phase as presented by Superintendent Ferguson. 

 
APPROVAL OF CHARLIE BARKSDALE (DMME) TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE AND GUIDANCE IN 

TERMS OF THE BACK OF THE ENVELOPE PROCESS: Superintendent Ferguson recommended approval of 
Charlie Barksdale (Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals & Energy) for providing assistance and 
guidance in terms of the Back of the Envelope process.  He recommended that he, himself, and the Board, 
ask for his assistance in this initial process.  On a motion by Mr. Sallee, seconded by Mr. Spivey, all 
members voting aye, the Board approved Superintendent Ferguson’s recommendation as requested. 

 
BUILDING SERVICES WORK SCHEDULE UPDATE: Robert Sallee, Building Services Supervisor 

provided a Building Services Work Schedule Update for some of the projects completed during August.  
He commented on this being a busy time with the students and teachers coming back.  He also 
commented that doors have been a big topic and extensive repairs have been done.  Board members 
discussed a request building services received for keys that were made for the field house and gym for 
Rye Cove High School.  Mr. Spivey pointed out that if the keyless entry was used codes could be changed. 
 

CLOSED MEETING:  Mr. Sallee made a motion to enter into a closed meeting at 7:47 p.m. to 
discuss  teachers as provided in Section 2.2-3711A (1) of the Code of Virginia, as amended; motion was 
seconded by Mr. Spivey, all members voting aye.   

 
RETURN FROM CLOSED MEETING: All members returned from closed meeting at 8:27 p.m. and 

on a motion by Mr. Sallee, seconded by Mr. Spivey, the Board returned to regular session and Mr. Sallee 
cited the following certification of the closed meeting:  

CERTIFICATION OF CLOSED MEETING 
     WHEREAS, the Scott County School Board has convened a closed meeting on this date pursuant to an affirmative 
recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act; and 
     WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3711 of the Code of Virginia requires certification by this Scott County School Board that 
such meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Scott County School Board hereby certifies that, to the best of each 
member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements by Virginia 
law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification resolution applies and (ii) only such public matters 
as were identified in the motion convening the closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Scott 
County School Board in the closed meeting. 

ROLL CALL VOTE 
Ayes: James K. Jessee, Jeff Kegley, Gail McConnell, Bill Quillen, Steve Sallee, Kelly Spivey   

                 Nays: None      
                 ABSENT DURING VOTE: None    
                 ABSENT DURING MEETING: None 
 

 APPROVAL OF JOB DESCRIPTIONS: Jason Smith informed the Board that job descriptions and 
salary schedules are now available on the website.  On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor 
of Personnel, and on a motion by Mr. Sallee, seconded by Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board 
approved the Instructional Technology and Research Teacher, School Nurse Coordinator, School 
Psychologist, School Social Worker and Transportation Coordinator job descriptions as follows: 
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 RESIGNATION: On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a 
motion by Mr. Quillen, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved the 
resignation request of Pam Castle, cook, effective August 13, 2012. 
 

On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a motion by Mr. Spivey, 
seconded by Mr. Kegley, all members voting aye, the Board approved the resignation request of Cheryl 
Summey, Gate City High School Teaching Assistant, effective August 31, 2012.  

 
EMPLOYMENT: On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a 

motion by Mr. Quillen, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved the 
employment of Jenny Gose as a Gate City High School Volunteer Track Coach, effective September 4, 
2012.  

 
On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a motion by Mr. 

Quillen, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved the employment of Pam 
Flanary as Gate City High School Volunteer Volleyball Coach, effective September 4, 2012. 

 
On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a motion by Mr. 

Quillen, seconded by Mr. Spivey, all members voting aye, the Board approved the employment of Melissa 
Bowman as a cook, effective August 20, 2012.  Mr. Smith reported that Ms. Bowman is a replacement. 

 
RESIGNATION RESCINDED: On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and 

on a motion by Mr. Spivey, seconded by Mr. McConnell, all members voting aye, the Board rescinded the 
resignation request of Rita Barger which was effective July 29, 2012 and approved by the Board at the 
August 7, 2012, regular meeting. 
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RETIREMENT: On the recommendation of Jason Smith, Supervisor of Personnel, and on a motion 
by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Mr. Sallee, all members voting aye, the Board approved the retirement 
request of Rita Barger, Scott County Career & Technical Center teacher, effective July 29, 2012. 

 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: Mr. Sallee thanked everyone in the audience for coming out to 

attend the meeting tonight. 
 
Chairman Jessee commented on the good start for the school year and commended the central 

office staff. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Mr. Kegley, seconded by Mr. Spivey, all members voting aye, 

the Board adjourned at 8:34 p.m.  
 
 
 
James Kay Jessee, Chairman    Loretta Q. Page, Clerk 


